
SARAH AND NEIL



Dear Birth Mother,

We can only imagine the difficult decision you have 
ahead of you. You have an incredible amount of 
strength and courage to be embarking on this 
journey. We hope to get to know you, and to open 
up our family to become part of your family.

We have always been interested in adoption. For us 
it was not a second option, but the way we always 
imagined having a family. We are caring, creative, 
and thoughtful people. We are deeply engaged in 
our communities and the world around us. We have 
a lot of love that we are eager to share.

We embrace openness in 
adoption. We hope you get a 
sense of our spirit in these 
pages and we look forward to 
building a connection with you.



Sarah by Neil

Sarah is creative, fun, and honest. She is an empathetic, caring 
person who takes the time to listen to and understand people.  
She was a peer counselor for many years, and now teaches a class 
in peer counseling. She has a strong sense of social justice and 
works to break down barriers and prejudices wherever she goes.

Goofin’ around in the park with little buddy L, son of a friend.

Hanging at a birthday picnic in 
High Park with friends’ families.

Sarah onstage (second from the right) with 
her cast after a film she directed screened 
at Toronto Film Festival Lightbox theatre



Sarah is artistic and creative.   She has written and directed several films and TV shows. Her films have screened all over the 
world and she’s been able to travel and work with people from all walks of life.

Sarah is tenacious and determined, and doesn’t let anything get in the way of fulfilling her goals. At the same time, she 
likes to keep life fun. She is witty, always smiling, and loves to dance like no one is watching. 

Sarah (with the cowboy hat) 
planning a shot with her 
cinematographer Maya.

Sarah with filmmakers from around the world at the Berlin International Film Festival

Just another day, 
dogsledding in Alaska!



Neil by Sarah

Neil is a thoughtful, kind and generous man. He puts others 
first, and make every situation go well. He has a quiet 
confidence and a fun and dorky sense of humor. He is a calm, 
nurturing presence. Neil is sharp as a whip, an engineer with 
practical knowledge about how the world works. He has many 
skills, is extremely handy and is a patient teacher. He loves the 
outdoors and cares greatly about protecting the earth. Children 
gravitate towards him, and animals love and trust him. 

Skating at City Hall

Eating a Matteo finger sandwich!

Dinner on the deck of a rented trailer 
after a day of biking on Manitoulin Island



Neil also has a great appreciation for the arts, especially 
music and fine art. He is a good friend, and a supportive 
brother and uncle. He is down to earth and takes pleasure 
in day-to-day tasks. He loves the outdoors and exploring 
new horizons. He is truly one in a million and I am very 
lucky to have him as my partner.

Currently Neil is working hard to renovate the house – by 
himself! He has the skills to give the place a complete 
make-over, and is happy as a clam while doing this work.

Hiking in Mt. Tremblant, Quebec

At home in the kitchen, baking for the holidays.
Neil in his playground, renovating the whole 
first floor! Quinn the cat is his assistant.



Family

We both have close and supportive 
families. We see Sarah’s parents, 
Ruth and Mark, every week. They 
are active and loving, enthusiastic 
about a grandchild. Sarah's oldest 

brother, Josh, is a talented 
musician who will be an inspiring, 
fun, uncle. Sarah's other brother 
David, and his wife Aysegul, live in 
Turkey with their 18 month old son 
Matteo, but are moving to Toronto 
soon. They are fantastic parents 
and are committed to living close 
to us so Matteo and our adopted 
child can grow up close together. 

Nephew Matteo’s first Christmas! With his parents, 
Sarah’s brother David and his wife Aysegul

Sarah and her Mom, 
Ruth. Two peas in a pod.

Sarah and her bros Josh and Dave getting ready to 
campaign for their local Minister of ParliamentSarah with her parents Ruth and Mark and close friend Adrienne



Neil's parents are unfortunately both deceased, 
but the four siblings have made it a priority to 
remain close and help each other. Neil has two 
brothers and a sister, and a large extended 
family. Patrick and his wife Stacey are 
thoughtful and funny. Jaimie and Janda have 
two children, Jacob and Julia, who are 
gregarious teens. Family gatherings are 
regularly held at Jaimie's house. Neil is closest 
to his sister Beth, with whom he used to be 
housemates. Now she and her partner Terry 
live a few blocks from us and are eager to be 
an involved aunt and uncle. 

The siblings from left to right: Pat, Beth, Neil, and Jaimie

Auntie Sarah with Jacob and Julia, Jaimie’s kids.

Christmas is a blast at Jaimie and Janda’s



Just A Few Reasons Why Sarah Will Make An Awesome Mom:

Sarah was introduced to me as my mother’s friend, but quickly assumed the 
role of my quasi aunty and lifelong mentor. Not only is Sarah ripe with helpful 
advice, she approaches everything with enthusiasm and thoughtfulness. If I 
were having trouble with school or friends she would take me out for dinner 
and a movie. We’d talk about our lives and by the end of the night I’d feel 
both consoled and empowered to take on whatever future problems came my 
way. 

Sarah has also been incredibly generous with me, whether that’s through 
offering me physical experiences or mental opportunities to grow. We’ve 
gone cross-country skiing, hiking, and camping together – all things I wouldn’t 
have done if it had not been for her. Sarah has also helped foster my interest 
in the arts. I admire her drive and creativity, which she has instilled in me, and 
her ability to be a successful self-made artist. 

As I become an adult, I look forward to my opportunity to give back to Sarah 
all the care, compassion, and reliability she has shown me over the years. I 
hope another little kid is as lucky as me in having Sarah be a part of their 
family.

Sarah is particularly close with her friend Adrienne and 
Adrienne's daughter Rebecca. Sarah has been like an aunt to 
Rebecca since she was seven years old. 
Here's what Rebecca has to say about Sarah:

Fun times in Muskoka cottage country a few years 
ago with a younger Rebecca and her friends. 

With Rebecca and her mom Adrienne

Sarah and Rebecca, best buds hanging in the backyard



Rebecca is now in 
university, and will be 
a wonderful babysitter 
and mentor for our 
child.  We know we 
can call on Adrienne, 
who is like family, for 
help any time. And we 
have a tightly knit, 
supportive and diverse 
group of friends from 
many cultures and 
faiths, several of whom 
also have children. 
They will always be 
there for us, and us for 
them.

Sarah and friend Allison at the Blue Jays game. Go Jays!

Chanukah party, kids love to light the Menorah

After a beautiful meal with our friends Rasha
and her family, recently arrived from Syria

Marching in the Pride parade with friend Ab, 
who coincidentally has recently adopted!



Neil and Sarah share core values such as respect for all and striving 
to make the world a better place. We value communication. We 
also share an optimistic outlook and a silly sense of humour; we 
laugh all the time. We’re dorks and we’re not embarrassed to 
admit it! 

We are both hard workers, but we like to take breaks too… you 
might find us riding a bike, heading to an art gallery, checking out 
a festival, or just hanging with friends. We enjoy simple things like 
BBQ’s, and of course…baseball! We are avid Blue Jays fans.

Chillin’ with a moose in Banff, Alberta

Why go biking if not for the rewards? Beating the 
heat on Manitoulin Island in Northern OntarioCross country skiing in Horseshoe Valley, Ontario



We like to hit the road and get out into 
the wilderness. We also are lucky to visit 
Sarah’s family cottage on Georgian Bay, 
a tranquil spot for swimming and 
campfires and laughing (or groaning) to 
Sarah’s parents’ jokes – the sense of 
(silly) humour spans the generations…

Sarah’s parents being silly at the cottage

Did we mention we’re big Blue Jays fans?

Moment of contemplation on the bay



Sarah trades smiles with the smiliest bug, our nephew Matteo

Biking around Lake Simcoe

Our lives revolve around our family, friends, 
creativity and community. Getting into nature 
sustains us.

At the Toronto International Film Festival Lightbox 
theatre after Sarah’s film premiere

Sarah with fellow filmmakers at Berlin International Film Festival



Skiing in a winter wonderland

Hiking in Banff, Alberta Biking near the cottage

Sarah loves the scenic views!



We love 
animals. We 
have two 
sweet cats. We 
recently had to 
say goodbye 
to our beloved 
dog Seamus, 
who died at 
age 13 after a 
long life.  We 
plan to get 
another dog in 
the near future. 

Animals love Neil!

Sarah in the arctic -
Nunavut (Baffin Island) 
to direct a TV show

Adventuring near Lake Louise, Alberta

We live in a detached home on a quiet street in the West End of Toronto. It 
is a diverse neighbourhood with people from all walks of life.

We have flexible schedules which means we are both able to be home with a 
baby. Neil works for a small software company - he works from home and 
sets his own hours. Sarah is a freelance screenwriter also working from home.



Just outside our door are neighbourhood parks with 
swimming pools, playgrounds, skating rinks, and community 
centres. There are many children in the neighbourhood, 
community organized potlucks and street fairs. We are close 
to High Park, one of the biggest urban parks in Canada, and 
the Toronto Islands are a ferry ride away. Toronto has many 
museums and art galleries, as well as sports teams from 
basketball to baseball, and there are endless possibilities for 
field trips.

Toronto is a wonderful and safe place to grow up, with a 
multicultural population from all over the world. This is truly a 
city where everyone belongs.

We live in a vibrant, centrally located community, in a 
detached 3-bedroom house with a backyard. It’s a quiet 
street, close to excellent schools and ample green space, as 
well as the subway. Our neighbours come from many places, 
including the Caribbean, China, Brazil, and Southern Europe. 
Walking down one of the main streets near our home you can 
hear a plethora of languages being spoken.



Our philosophy towards parenting and adoption:

Neil is practical, nurturing and straightforward. He’s an energetic, 
no-nonsense person. Sarah is full of imagination, fun, interests, and 
still remembers what it’s like to be a kid. Together we will be a 
good balance as a parenting duo. 

We believe that children deserve respect, opportunity, love, and 
boundaries to thrive. We are committed to open adoption, and to 
the different ways that unique kind of family would work. We would 
be happy to have whatever amount of openness you may want.  
We both know many different kinds of families… but the one 
constant that makes every family work is love.

Thank you for taking the time to read about us, we 
greatly appreciate it. We hope to get to know you, 
too. More than anything, we wish you everything 
for your future.

Warmly, 

Sarah and Neil



For information, please contact:

ADOPTIONFLORIDA.ORG
Text 954-540-2383
Call 800-348-0467

info@adoptionflorida.org


