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We believe there’s nothing better than a day 
of  laughter with the people we love the 
most. And we don’t mean giggles, we mean 
those deep belly laughs that result in tears 
and stomachaches. We’ve been fortunate to 
spend the last 20 years together doing just 
that - laughing, making memories and living 
life to the fullest. 

We travel. We run. We cycle. We love to 
dance and to sing the wrong song lyrics. 
Our lives are full of  family and friends with 
big holiday pig roasts, fireworks, egg hunts, 
go-kart races and many other celebrations. 
We love going to the movies and agree that 
popcorn needs no extra butter! We believe 
in understanding and embracing diverse 
cultures and always telling the people we 
love how important they are to us. 
  
We can’t wait to share the world and our 
crazy family with a little one.

About Us

A night out on the town
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2007 
our first home

2016 
our wedding

1989 
met in health class

1993 
high school graduation

1997 
college graduation

“I love her and that’s the beginning and end of everything.”

Glee Club

High school graduation night

Go ‘noles!

Wedding

First home



“Happiness is a compilation of  life’s small 
moments. The moments when you create 
lasting memories with family and friends.”

Alina
Both of  my parents were Cuban immigrants, 
with my mother coming to Tampa in 1956 and 
my father leaving Cuba in 1961. Growing up, 
we spoke both Spanish and English in my 
family home. My parents raised us with a 
strong love of  our bir th country while 
simultaneously imparting a sense of  pride in 
our Cuban heritage. I am a middle child 
sandwiched between an older sister and 
younger brother. Five and a half  years 
separate me from each, and no, that wasn’t 
planned! 

Our childhood was full of  laughter, learning, 
and large family gatherings. I can’t remember a 
time when my mom hosted less than 30 people 
for any holiday. As such, I have an incredibly 
strong bond with my immediate and extended 
family, and we see each other often. My mother 
passed away in 2008 - it was unexpected and 
an incredibly difficult time for our family, but I 
believe that she is with me in spirit every day. 

I attended college at the University of  Tampa 
before transferring to Florida State to finish my 
Chemistry degree, and to be closer to Jen. My 
professional career began as a high school 
science teacher. From there, I went on to 
become a pharmaceutical sales rep and 
ultimately landed in digital advertising where 
my career took off. I’ve spent the better part 
of  the last twenty years in various sales 
and management positions. Currently, I’m a 
Vice President and Senior Consultant.

No pre-wedding jitters, here!



I believe everything is better as a 
sandwich!

FUN FACTS

01
I love sports - especially football!

My number one pet peeve is bad drivers.

02

03

04
My super power is finding a short cut - 

anywhere!

Holding godchild, Gia

Enjoying the Florida sunshine

Best friend’s adopted daughter, Ella

Family at our wedding rehearsal

Alina’s QuinceA



“Happiness is a life filled with the 
people I love sharing belly laughs, 
adventures and hot cookies.”

I am a southern girl at heart! I grew up in a house 
full of  laughter, dancing, singing, and love. My 
father is an executive with a degree from Harvard 
and my mom an artist with pieces shown all over 
the world. They both gave me a deep rooted love 
for the arts and taught me how to be a strong, 
driven independent woman. I am the youngest 
child of  two and the only girl! 

So, my brother had to put up with a baby sister 
that loved all things girly. My grandmother taught 
me how to cook and to sow. The smell of  
buttermilk biscuits and sausage gravy always 
makes me think of  happy times in her kitchen. I still 
show love through food. 

I was extremely active in school and in 
extracurricular activities like volleyball, social clubs, 
and student council. I went on to earn degrees in 
Creative Writing, Communications & Interior Design. 

After finishing school, I started my lifetime 
commitment of  adventure and travel. I moved to 
Washington D.C. where I worked as a political 
media consultant, then to in Boston in marketing 
and San Francisco, where I worked in corporate 
communications. Today I am the Chief  Operations 
Officer for a 150 person digital marketing agency 
and in 5 years I will own the business!

Jen

Adventures in Venice



I love Chinese pork buns, anything with 
cheese and hot cookies! 

FUN FACTS

01
I have never once loaded the 

dishwasher “correctly.” 

My number one pet peeve is being late. 

02

03
04

My super power is planning crazy 
adventures!

Pork buns are life!

Practicing cuddles!

Jen’s family

Mother’s Day brunch Laughs with DadJ



Family, faith, and diversity are very important in our 
lives. Our family is, and always has been, the biggest 
member of  our fan club! Grandparents, cousins, aunts, 
and uncles all live within a few miles of  us and offer an 
amazing support system and advisory council. We have 
regular dinners, coffee dates, movies nights and even 
world travel adventures together. Being a part of  a 
diverse family -- being Cuban and American -- means 
there is always a lot of  music, dancing, and large family 
gatherings. We will want to bring a child up in a home 
that embraces differences, learns multiple languages 
and values a relationship with God.Fa
mi
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Birthday celebration

Alina’s parents
Jen’s parents

Jen’s family, Christmas in London

Alina’s family

Christmas pig roast

Our parents are bursting with excitement to bring a 
child into the family. Jen's mother is an artist that can't 
wait to take a child to pottery class. While two clever 
engineers can be found in both grandfathers, who will 
also provide strong male role models for a child.

Loved Ones



Friends

NYE party 



The people who are in our lives are near 
and dear to our hearts. They’re our 
tribe and an extension of  our family. 
We’re talking about the people who have 
been there throughout our lives, our 
constants. They’ve watched us grow as 
a couple, traveled with us, laughed giant 
belly laughs with us and cried with us 
over lost loved ones. 

Our friendships span a large spectrum, 
across many countries and ethnicities. 
They will bring perspectives from 
various backgrounds, experiences and 
beliefs. 

We have strong female and male role 
models that will help guide a child 
through all of  life’s happy moments and 
unexpected challenges. 

Many friends have children and some 
have even adopted children – so there 
will be an instant circle of  playmates that 
understand the special journey an 
adopted child takes.

Besties in North Carolina

Friends, Gio & Brian

College friends

Bachelorette party

OUR TRIBE

Dinner with the girls&
A night out



The den

Backyard

Dining room

Our home is a 1920s Craftsman bungalow situated in the charming historic district of  Tampa, FL. The streets are lined with canopy 
trees making it perfect for long bike rides and walking the pups. The neighborhood is filled with friends with children who frequently 
play on the swing that hangs from a 100 year old tree in the backyard. Everyone is waiting to build a treehouse in its giant branches.  

With a background in Interior Design, Jen has had filled each room with personal touches including her mother’s art work and pictures 
of  our life and adventures together. We're excited to decorate the baby’s room and to fill the house with the smell of  hot cookies. Alina 
has the old school video arcade machine and the pool table waiting for a partner in crime to play with her.  

We believe that it’s not the house that makes the home but rather, 
the love and joy that fills each room.

Our Home&



The boss

The lover

moose
moxie

Moxie is the dog with the meal ticket, all eight 
pounds of  her. She’s a bit prissy, bossy and has a 
take over the world attitude. This is really Moxie’s 
home, she just lets us live here!

Moose is our twenty, yes twenty, pound shih 
tzu. She’s sweet, cuddling, loving and 
playful. She’s never met a stranger she 
doesn't love and will cuddle up in the lap of  
any house guest.&

Our babies thus far are these two, 
adorable smooshed faced shih tzus, 
Moxie and Moose. We believe a home 
without pets isn’t quite complete. 
Together, we have raised four puppies 
and never plan to have a home 
without the love of  a dog.Furbabies



Travel

Together, we’ve visited 41 of  the 50 US states and 13 countries. We’ve touched the top of  some of  the 
highest mountains and dove into the depths of  the bluest oceans. We’ve tried the craziest local 
dishes and lost ourselves for hours in museums all over the world. 

We can’t wait to show a child all the wonderful places we love and to explore new ones together.

Puerto Rico

&



Rome

Montreal

Amsterdam

Florence

The Mayflower!

Seattle

We’ve seen the world, 
experienced the arts, embraced 
many cultures and we can’t 
wait to share our love of 

adventure with our new child.

England     Scotland    Ireland 
Spain     France      Netherlands     

Italy    Germany    Czech Republic    Canada    
Grand Cayman    Mexico     Puerto Rico

COUNTRIES WE’VE EXPLORED

Exploration



We love the outdoors and pushing ourselves to try new things. 
From running marathons and 200 mile relay races to triathlons 
and cycling to support charities close to our hearts, we stay 
active with friends and family. We can’t wait to play in the 
beautiful Florida sunshine with a little one.A
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“Life is either  
a daring 

adventure …
or nothing.”
&



American Diabetes, Tour de Cure Ride

Alina’s first race

Jen’s first triathlon

Hiking Mayan Ruins, Mexico

Sailing Puerto Rico

Kayaking Crystal River

Dublin 1/2 marathon

Climbing to The Blarney Stone

Fun

Gasparilla 5k



Pr
om
ises

Wedding night



PROMISES TO OUR CHILD 

01
to keep you safe 

02
to love you no matter what 

03
to support your hopes and dreams 

04
to be open and honest 

05
to teach you how to learn and grow 

06
to always provide you with a safe place 

07
to teach you to embrace culture 

08
to explore the world with you 

09
to teach you how to be kind and caring 

10
to love without condition



Our Dreams

Amsterdam

Our dreams for parenthood are to give a 
child the freedom to explore life with 
passion and curiosity. We will encourage 
education, the arts and trying new things. 
We will fill their days with singing, belly 
laughs and a sense of  adventure. But most 
of  all, we will nurture and guide our child to 
become who they want to be - with an open, 
kind heart in a safe and caring home 
surrounded by lots and lots of  love.



help us write the next chapter

As our dream of  becoming parents inches closer, we 
realize how grateful we are for our lives and can’t wait to 
welcome the newest member of  our family.



&
Wedding silliness

“Be in love with your life, every minute of it.”



ADOPTIONFLORIDA.ORG                    954-540-2383                    800-348-0467                    info@adoptionflorida.org

FOR MORE INFORMATION

WEB TEXT CALL EMAIL

http://ADOPTIONFLORIDA.ORG
mailto:info@adoptionflorida.org
http://ADOPTIONFLORIDA.ORG
mailto:info@adoptionflorida.org

