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Our note to you...
 Thank you for taking the time to learn about us.

We hope this book gives you a glimpse into the life your child will have as part of our family. 
But first, we want to thank you for your brave choice to pursue adoption. It is not lost on us 
that one of your most difficult days is going to be one of our best days... All we can say is that 
we are eternally grateful for your choice.
  
We want to make you a promise: we will work every day to give this child a great life, one full 
of unconditional love, adventure, learning and kindness. Just like you, this is not a decision 
we have taken lightly. Our journey to parenthood has been years in the making—soul 
searching, praying and preparing to make sure we are ready to be the best dads possible. 
We can say that without a doubt, we are ready to be fathers and offer a child everything 
she or he deserves. Your baby will be welcomed and loved as our own (and an immediate 
member or our extended family) from day one.

The idea of open adoption is something we embrace wholly. We hope that you will be 
involved long after adoption day, We are excited to share milestones and the day-to-
day fun we have. But, we will always respect your comfort level and your decision about 
involvement.

Thank you so much for giving us your consideration. We wish you our best hopes and 
utmost respect.

&



Our first date was The Denver Symphony’s annual Christmas concert in 2007.

We lived in Denver, Colorado for the first six years of our relationship and moved to Montana (Travis’ 
home state) in 2013 to be close to family.

After marriage equality became a national reality, we got married in one of our favorite cities—Seattle, 
Washington.

One of our favorite pastimes together is renovating houses.

Every Thursday night is date night. Our goal is to try a new restaurant every week.

We love hosting family and friends in our home. Dan is the chef; Travis is the decorator. We throw some 
pretty epic get-togethers.

Travel is a must-have in our lives—both domestic and abroad. So far, we have traveled to France, Spain, 
Italy, Mexico, Austria, Germany, Bolivia, Ecuador and the Netherlands. Next on our list: the Czech Republic 
and the UK… We can’t wait to show our kid the World. Actually, we’ve already picked out the perfect travel 
pack for our little globetrotter.
 

Healthy living and fitness are important to us as a family. We’re often out taking long runs and hitting the 
gym together. 

3,650 DAYS WE’VE BEEN TOGETHER (AS OF DECEMBER 3, 2017)

« Seattle... one of 
our favorite and 
most-frequently 
visited cities; we 
got married here

« Monterey, CA 
for a business trip 
& a weekend 
getaway

Florence, Italy for a 
family trip »

Groomsmen at 
Travis’ brother’s 

wedding in 
Big Sky, MT »

US



travis
My grandfather always said, “Character is how you treat those who can do nothing for you.” These 
words have stuck with me and have become a guide by which I live my life. 

Born and raised in Montana, in a close-knit community, the importance of family was instilled in me at 
a young age. My parents are high school sweethearts, raising four kids in a loving home. My childhood 
was filled with hiking, fishing and camping excursions to Yellowstone National Park. These gave me an 
appreciation for the beauty of nature and all things wild. 

A true extrovert, I love a good get-together. Our home is always filled with the laughter and stories of 
friends and family. Our Christmas parties are legendary. Life is short, live it up.

I see myself as a deeply empathetic person. I don’t want anyone left out of the conversation—both 
literally and figuratively... Everyone is welcome. This mentality is behind my passion for charity work. I’ve 
been working with at-risk youth for the last eight years. I have a little guy I’ve been mentoring on a weekly 
basis for three years now. I’ve seen him transform before my eyes from a troubled boy into this incredible 
young man—now full of life, involved in sports and school. He is family and one of my life’s proudest 
accomplishments. 

Most importantly, family is everything to me. I’ve always known I wanted to be a dad. And after 
meeting Dan, I knew I found my perfect counterpart in that endeavor. We are so ready for this, and it will 
be a dream realized. We have so much love to share.

Travis is a softie for ALL animals«

Not sure who is winning this wrestle-mania, 
but having a fun swim date regardless

(nephew, Porter)

      Travis cares more about 
people than anyone I know. 
From family to a casual 
acquaintance, I’ve never 
seen someone give so much. 
He just makes people feel 
important. 

“

—Dan about Travis

Job...
Business development/
energy brokerage
 

Education...
Bachelors in business /marketing
 

Guilty pleasures...
Haribo gummy bears
Scary movies
American history

Favorite nephew/niece activity...
Hiking
Exploring nature
 

Introvert or extrovert...
Extrovert
 

Early bird or night owl...
Night owl
 

Favorite way to spend an afternoon...
Fly fishing on the Gallatin River
 

I shouldn’t like this, but  I do...
Hallmark Christmas movies
 

Favorite kid’s book...

Travis & his mom, Geri, in Jackson, WY«



Dan
I am a big believer in hard work, learning from failure, persistence and loyalty. 

In my relationship with Travis, I’m the structured and organized one. I often get the “administrator” title. 
But, hey, I’m completely fine with that because I actually enjoy being a project manager. In our household, 
I happily serve as the chef, landscaper and cleaner. Not only do I love these roles, they also fit neatly into 
my life because my job is very flexible and I work from home. I love having a clean house and a home-
cooked meal ready when Travis walks in the door each night.

I also believe in the flipside of working hard, which is playing hard. Having spent my childhood in both 
California and Colorado, I love being in nature and spending time near or in the water. I’m also obsessed 
with cooking, anything fitness related and learning. (I often buy text books to read just for fun.)

I was incredibly lucky to become an uncle early in life. Additionally, most of our friends already have 
children. Our social time is spent mostly hanging out with kids. I wouldn’t want it any other way. Our 
adult friends now schedule at least one time a month where their kids stay with sitters. They say it’s 
the only way I’ll hang around the adults instead of playing with the kids the whole time.

For me, the time with the kids in my life is way more than just “fun.” I try to get down to their level, be an 
example and be a source of safety so they are encouraged just to be themselves, to be good people and 
to try new things. Travis and I are so ready to help our child become the person she or he is born to be.

We think we are hilarious
                 (nephew, Porter)

(...and someone is ready for a cousin)

Green chili, from scratch

Job...
Freelance corporate event planner
 

Education...
Bachelors in communication
 

Guilty pleasures...
 Star Wars 
Mexican food
Lakes, oceans and rivers

Favorite nephew/niece activity...
Drawing and coloring
Morning cartoons
Swimming
 

Introvert or extrovert...
Introvert
 

Early bird or night owl...
Early bird
 

Favorite way to spend an afternoon...
Cooking green chili while listening to 90s music
Trail running
 

I shouldn’t like this, but  I do...
Cleaning the house
 

Favorite kid’s book...

         Dan is a kid magnet. They love him and 
he loves them. His charismatic nature and 

playful spirit make him so relatable that 
they are just drawn to him. For me it’s one of 
his most attractive qualities. There is no one 

else I would want to do fatherhood with.

“

—Travis about Dan



home & community

Do Hobbits live here? Nope, it’s just our backyard
Christmas ready

(we now have a baby-safe screen for our fireplace)

Montana gets a reputation for snow-capped mountains, cowboys and the Wild West. All true. But, 
Montana is so much more—vibrant communities, endless wilderness adventures and laid-back 
lifestyles.

Billings, with approximately 100,000 citizens, is Montana’s largest city, offering the perfect mix of 
small-town appeal while maintaining all the opportunities and amenities of a big city. Last year, 
Billings was voted “Best Adventure Town” by Outside Magazine.

We live in a beautiful neighborhood, nestled against Billings’ cliffs and full of really terrific families 
(both young and old). Billings’ main network of trail systems starts in our neighborhood and run 
directly behind our backyard.

Our home sits on a half-acre of cotton wood trees and boulders. Over the course of a year (filled 
with blood, sweat and tears), we renovated our 1960s home, transforming it into a modern and 
warm space, perfect for our growing family. And, we aren’t the only ones who love our home; we are 
constantly visited by wildlife—from families of deer to the occasional odd-sounding pheasant.  

These guys are everywhere
(as are the mountains)



family
Family is very important to us, and we spend most of our time with family. We’d go so far as to call our 
family members our best friends. When it comes to family and friends, we believe in giving more than 
you take.

Our Billings Family (Travis’ family): Travis is the oldest of 4 kids«

« Dan’s sister & 
our oldest nephew,
on a boat day in 
Montana (bonus
points if you can 
find the sleepyhead)

Dan’s family at
our wedding

reception; Dan is 
the second oldest

of 4 kids »

We’re keeping our family traditions going strong as our family grows
....We spend at least one weekend a month at Travis’ family’s condo in Big Sky, 
Montana… Sledding and snowman building in the winter, hiking in the summer and 
lots of year-round explorations in Yellowstone National Park.

....We visit Colorado every fall, making the trek from Denver to Durango to meet 
up with all of Dan’s family. Our trip ends by catching our nephew’s homecoming 
football game.

....Every Christmas goes like this: everyone gets fancy for Mass on Christmas Eve, then 
we spend the night at Travis’ parents’ house (all the kids and the grandkids). Travis’ 
mom gets each of us a pair of Christmas pajamas, and we all watch the movie 
White Christmas in our PJs. In the morning, we open gifts, eat cinnamon rolls and try 
our luck at scratch-off lottery tickets.

...Travis’ family spends as much time as possible out boating in the summer. 
Sometimes we go wake-tubing, sometimes we fish, but often we just do boat picnics 
and enjoy the water.

....We take two vacations each year with Travis’ family. One is to 
Lake Coeur d’Alene in Idaho, the other is to a new international location (our last trip 
was to the Netherlands).



the current kids
(not ours, but still really important)

The lessons we want to teach and the examples we want to set for our kid:
»  The importance of family, friends and quality experiences with the people you love
»  Embracing who you are, while knowing that every person is unique and deserves kindness
»  Problem solving your way through life’s challenges
»  Encouraging choices that foster accountability, responsibility and growth
»  Finding your passion and pursuing it like mad
»  Being generative and contributing to society
»  Enjoying and appreciating nature and being active

How will we handle a newborn?
As a freelance professional, owning his own business, Dan is able to select when he works and how 
long he works each day. Also, he works from home. This setup will be perfect for raising the new 
addition to our family. We also plan for our child to spend several hours a week with Trav’s mom—
one of the most loving and warm-hearted women we know.

         « lake swim lessons @ 3 months
                               lake swim lessons @ 3 years
                               (our nephew, Porter)

«

«« Travis & his mentee at 
one of Billings’ main
rodeos

« After a day of sledding 
with our nephew, Porter, 
at the family’s Big Sky, MT 
condo

«« After our nephew, 
Kyler’s, freshman 
homecoming game in 
Durango, CO

« After Trav’s 
God-daughter’s soccer 
game

Dan with all his nieces & 
nephews when they visited 
Montana for our reception



Thank you...

FOR MORE INFORMATION...
adoptionflorida.org 
TEXT 954-540-2383 
CALL 800-348-0467 

EMAIL info@adoptionflorida.org 

&


