
MISSY  &
MARCUS



H I !
we are

M I S S Y  & M A R C U S

O U R  S T O RY

from Pennsylvania

O U R  F R I E N D S  S AY  T H AT  W E :  

1 .  C O M P L I M E N T  E A C H  O T H E R 

A N D  B R I N G  O U T  T H E  B E S T  I N 

E AC H  OT H E R

2 .  F I N D  W A Y S  T O  L A U G H 

D U R I N G  D I F F I C U LT  T I M E S

3 .  A R E  L O Y A L  A N D  W I L L  G O 

A B OV E  A N D  B E YO N D  F O R 

F R I E N D S  A N D  FA M I LY 

W
e cannot imagine what you're feeling as 

you read our profile. THANK YOU FOR 

CONSIDERING US TO RAISE YOUR 

CHILD. We hope this helps you to envision 

what your child's life would be like as part of 

our family. We want you to know that we think 

the decision you're making is beautiful and 

we respect your courage. We look forward to 

getting to know you and having you as part of 

our lives in any way you're comfortable.
b  Love will concur all hardship. The family and friends 

you surround yourself with will provide the support you 

need in life.

b  The key to finding fulfillment in life is by helping other 

people in any way you can.

b  Don’t just stand up for what you believe, stand up and 

do something.

b  The journey through life will be filled with people from 

all over. Never judge a book by the cover or the cliff 

notes. There are many chapters to people’s lives. Some 

of them are not great but that doesn’t define the whole 

book.

b  Never be ashamed/embarrassed to ask for help. 

Reach out to the people that are close to you and 

they’ll always be there to help pick you up.

5 THINGS WE WILL TEACH OUR CHILD

MARCUS AND 
MISSY IN TUSCANY

OUT TO 
DINNER

W
e wish we had some 

exciting story to tell you 

but we met eight years ago 

through the predictable mutual 

friends. It took Missy two years to 

realize that Marcus was "the one." 

We are both thankful that Marcus' 

patience outlasted Missy's 

stubbornness. On our first official 

date Marcus said he was paying 

so Missy ordered something off 

of every page of the menu! We 

have been married for four years 

and enjoy an anniversary trip 

each year. 

 

We struggled for three years 

with infertility but Marcus 

always had adoption in his 

heart. After a discouraging 

doctor's appointment Missy felt 

a tremendous sense of peace 

that the child that was meant to 

be part of our family was waiting 

for us to find him or her, our 

adoption journey began. 

"We have a tradition to 

find a Christmas ornament 

from every place we visit. 

We'd love to pass that 

tradition to our children 

so we have a Christmas 

tree filled with family 

memories."

E
OUR WEDDING

3RD ANNUAL 
CHRISTMAS 

PICTURE

1ST ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PICTURE



M
arcus is a unique, beautiful soul that 

draws people to him. He is comfortable 

in all social situations and easily makes 

connections with people. He accepts 

everyone and never judges. Marcus loves to 

learn new things and is constantly sharing 

"fun facts" that I'm pretty sure no one else 

considers fun! Who knew that toothpaste can 

be used as nail polish remover?!? 

 

He loves new hobbies and has recently 

started building furniture that adds a 

personal touch to our home. He sings 

even when there is no music and makes an 

ordinary Monday meal something that should 

be on cooking shows.  

 

FOR  WORK:  Marcus is a software developer 

and challenges himself to create products 

that simplify the lives of his customers.

b COLOR  | Blue

b HOLIDAY  | Thanksgiving

b  GUILTY PLEASURES  | The 

amount of ice cream I eat!

b  PLACE TO TAKE A CHILD  | 

The Park

b  SPORTS TEAM  | Penn State 

Nittany Lions

b TV SHOW  | West Wing

b FOOD  | Italian Sub

b  CARTOON CHARACTER  | 

Scooby Doo

b HOBBY  | Video Games

b  CHILDHOOD ACTIVITY  | 

Going on long bike 

arounds around town 

with my best friend

MARCUS IN ITALY

FEELING FESTIVE

MARCUS AT A SOCCER GAME IN GERMANY

M A R C U S
the way Missy sees him

M

F U N  FAC T S

favorites
&

A  F E W  MOR E  FAVOR I T E S

MARCUS AND ELLIE AT A FAMILY COOKOUT

Marcus is patient and kind and 

allows me to be myself. We 

have shared many adventures 

together but I am MOST EXCITED 

ABOUT RAISING A CHILD WITH 

HIM. His experience growing up 

with foster children prepped him 

for this chapter of our lives. 

"When we are with our 

nieces and nephews, 

he's the first one to push 

them on swings, have 

an imaginary picnic or 

read them a book. I know 

he will be an attentive, 

loving and positive role 

model for our child."

¤

HIKING AT WATKINS GLEN

LOVE AT 
FIRST SIGHT



MISSY IN VENICE

L
et me tell you about my wife, Missy. 

Confident in life, full in heart, and open in 

mind. Missy’s confidence is accentuated 

by her drive and her independence. Missy 

lives by a rule that if you want something 

done right do it yourself. This is evident in her 

career as she’s had upward movement and 

more responsibility entrusted to her around 

every corner. 

 

Her life has been surrounded by a huge family 

and lifelong friends which have instilled in her 

what opening your heart to love is all about. 

This is evident every time I watch my wife 

with our nieces, nephews, and friends' kids. I 

believe that kids can sense warmth, comfort, 

love, and safety in an adult. I’ve never seen 

more kids be drawn to someone as they are 

to Missy. Missy’s belief system has kept her 

grounded in her decisions, respected in her 

community, and loved by her husband, friends 

and family. 

b COLOR  | Pink

b HOLIDAY  | Thanksgiving

b  GUILTY PLEASURES | Hallmark 

Christmas movies

b  PLACE TO TAKE A CHILD  | 

The Zoo

b  SPORTS TEAM  | New 

Orleans Saints

b TV SHOW  | West Wing

b  FOOD  | Macaroni & 

Cheese

b  CARTOON CHARACTER  | The 

Grinch

M I S S Y
the way Marcus sees her

M

F U N  FAC T S

favorites
&

A  F E W  MOR E  FAVOR I T E S

BEAUTIFUL VIEWS IN TUSCANY

There is never a dull moment 

in our household and, if there 

is, that means Missy is napping. 

After working hard and making 
difficult decisions all week my wife 
loves a good Sunday nap. In the 
summer you'll find Missy outside 
doing, well, anything that’s not 
inside. Hiking, swimming, cycling, 
camp fires, or merely just lounging 
around getting her Vitamin D. My 

wife also loves decorating 
for the seasons and 
transforming the house 
to make it feel warm and 
inviting.

"I have NO DOUBT that 

Missy will give every 

ounce of herself to  

our family."

¤

BEING SILLY 
AT THE ZOO

b  HOBBY  | Cycling

b  CHILDHOOD 
ACTIVITY  | Going 

to the beach 

with my family

CAN'T WAIT 
TO TASTE OUR 

CHRISTMAS 
COOKIES

MISSY AT THE 

VATICAN

MISSY & ELLIE 
THE MINION



Rowdy is a nine year old chocolate lab who lives up to his name. He is the 

sweetest puppy who just wants to love everyone! Rowdy's favorite things 

are treats, naps, playing ball, snuggles, and new friends. Marcus and Rowdy 

were inseparable since Rowdy was six weeks old until Missy came along 

and stole Rowdy's heart. He is getting distinguished in his old age and 

maybe a tad stubborn. He demands his evening treats promptly following 

dinner and takes up most of our king size bed. We know that Rowdy will 

love being a big brother and will watch over our child just as he does us. 

2ND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PHOTO

O
ne of things we are most looking forward 

to is sharing our hobbies with our child. 

There are many things we enjoy doing 

together which has brought us closer and 

keeps us laughing.  

 

Marcus taught Missy how to golf (not very 

well) and Missy shared her love of hiking 

with Marcus. We enjoy traveling across the US 

and to other countries. We love exploring new 

places, cultures, and food. One of our favorite 

places to go is to the beach. There is nothing 

more peaceful than listing to the waves!  

We enjoy working together in our yard and 

around the house. Missy enjoys reading and 

cycling. The longest bike ride she's done 

is 75 miles! Marcus has a never-ending list 

of hobbies including video games, wood-

working, cooking, building computers, legos, 

reading and anything he can do to keep his 

mind busy. 
is where

T H E  H E A R T  I S

H O M E

OUR BACKYARD WITH 
A BEAUTIFUL VIEW

"Our favorite part of our backyard is the 

stream at the edge of the property and the 

large willow tree that drapes over it."

P

W
e live in a Cape Cod home on 2.5 acres 
of land. We fell in love with the house 
the first time we saw it. We live beside a 

golf course which has a firework display every 
Fourth of July. To celebrate we have a large 
cook-out for family and friends and often end 
up with 125 people at our home! We enjoy 
spending evenings by our fire pit listening to 
music. We set up our projector outside and 
watch children's movies with our nieces and 
nephews or college football with family and 
friends. Even though traveling is one of our 

favorite things to do we are always happy to be 

home enjoying time together. 

b  Dutch Days – Music, food and crafts 

celebrating the area's German heritage

b  Holiday Parades – Great way to spend a 

little bit of time with the town and our family

b  Antique stores – we love antiques and we 

live in an area that is filled with them. We 

love to go looking around

b  Historical Areas – There is a lot of American 

History in this area so we love to share time 

exploring these places

b  Rail Trail – we love hiking and there is a 

lovely trail in the area to walk/bike/run

OUR COMMUNIT Y FAVORITES

M E E T B IG  BRO T HE R  ROW DYthe excited

T H I NG S  W E  L O V E  T O  D O !

OUR ADVENTURE TO ROME

MINI-
GOLFING!

MARCUS & 
MISSY AT THE 

VATICAN



our

B I G  FA M I LY
FA I T H

M
issy is the middle child with an older 

brother Eric and younger sister Sarah. 

Eric is married with four small children. 

Missy's parents were high school sweethearts 

and have been married for 43 years. She has 

a very large extended family; her mom is one 

of thirteen children! She has two adopted 

cousins and is excited that her nieces and 

nephews will have the same opportunity. We 

live fifteen minutes from Missy's family giving 

us a huge support system to raise our child.  

 

Marcus is the youngest and has three 

brothers; Will, Mike, and Matt. His 

parents were also high school 

sweethearts and have been married 

for 38 years. Marcus' family was 

a foster family. His oldest brother 

was one of the foster children and 

has been part of the family Marcus' 

entire life. Will and his wife have 

identical twin girls. Marcus' family lives 

three hours away but we see them 

frequently and talk often. 

We will teach our child values like respect, honesty, 

compassion, kindness, humility, patience and hard 

work. We were raised with these values and attribute 

our successes in life to the upbringings we had. We 

want our child to appreciate family and treasure time 

spent together. Our dream is to give them wings to 

fly but roots to keep them grounded and bring them 

back for holidays! We know our lives will change and 

we couldn't be more excited. We are ready to go from 

quiet dinners for two to diapers, playgrounds, chicken 

tenders, and school activities.

LIFELONG BEST 
FRIENDS

MARCUS WITH HIS 
COUSIN & BROTHER

CELEBRATING 
ELLIE'S 4TH 
BIRTHDAY

W
e belong to the Catholic 

church that Missy grew 

up going to and attend 

regularly with her parents, 

brother, sister in law, nieces, 

nephews and sister. Missy 

is a member of the finance 

committee and Marcus helps 

support the church's information 

technology initiatives. We both 

believe that organized religion 

doesn't define a person but 

rather believing in a higher 

power, being a good person 

at your core, and accepting 

everyone for their personal views 

and beliefs is what really gives 

value to life. We would challenge 

our child to develop their own 

belief system and always stand 

up for what they feel is right. We 

will support his or her journey 

and love them no matter what 

path they follow. 

MISSY'S FAMILY
MARCUS AND HIS PARENTS

MARCUS WITH HIS NIECES & COUSIN

We have many close friends that we consider 

family and most of them have children. One 

family that we are friends with adopted 

their daughter from Africa and have been a 

tremendous support for us. Everyone is so 

excited and cannot wait to meet the child that 

will become part of our family. 

what it means to US

COULDN'T WAIT 
TO MEET OUR 
NIECE ELLIE

T H O U G H T S
O N  PA R E N T I NG

our

M
We both agree that the 

hardest job a person can have 

is being a parent. 



W
e are so thankful that you took a 

glimpse into our lives and we truly 

hope it is just the beginning of our 

journey with you. It would be our biggest 

honor if you chose us to raise your child but 

we know that whatever you decide it will 

be out of love. We promise you we will love 

your child, provide a safe and secure home, 

teach and support him or her and most 

importantly show them how to laugh and 

love through life. We look forward to hearing 

from you and getting to know you. 

T H A N K
Y O U !

For more information contact: adoptionflorida.org
Text:  954-540-2383

Call: 800-348-0467
info@adoptionflorida.org


