
Hello from

Oakland, California

DA RS H A N & G E E T H A



GREETINGS 
from 

OAKLAND, CALIFORNIA 

WE ARE HONORED THAT YOU HAVE CHOSEN 

TO READ ABOUT US. WE ARE IN AWE OF 

YOUR COURAGE. PLEASE KNOW THAT YOU 

AND YOUR BABY WILL BE IN OUR PRAYERS.  

We hope this letter will ease some of 

the emotions you may be experiencing 

by showing you how much we love each 

other and how deeply we will love your 

baby. We look forward to developing 

a relationship with you and creating a 

loving and caring family for your child 

through open adoption.

Our relationship is based on mutual 

respect and unconditional love. After 

getting married, Geetha ran the largest 

homeless shelter in the County; then 

changed paths, and became a physician. 

Darshan began and completed his 

PhD. Throughout our journey together, 

our bond and our faith has helped us 

overcome many challenges. 

We promise that your child will know 

his/her adoption story and how much 

you love your child. We are committed 

to loving your child unconditionally. We 

will do everything we can to help your 

child pursue their dreams and to live life 

with grace, gratitude and joy.

Early in our marriage, we 

decided we would like 

to adopt. Once we were 

in a stable place financially 

and career-wise, we started 

looking into paths leading to 

adoption. After meeting and 

talking with adoptive parents, 

birth moms and adoption 

counselors, we realized 

that open adoption was 

the best path for the long-

term health and happiness 

of our child. Therefore, 

AS ADOPTIVE PARENTS, 

WE ARE COMMITTED TO 

AN OPEN AND HONEST 

RELATIONSHIP WITH YOU. 

A special 
note about

ADOPTION 

Things we 
LOVE to do

• We enjoy food. Both of 

us are decent cooks and 

Darshan loves to bake. 

• Geetha enjoys 

kickboxing and is a 

member of a local 

kickboxing gym. 

• Darshan loves trail 

running and has 

completed over 20 trail 

ultra-marathons.  

• Both of us enjoy 

traveling and would 

love to show our future 

child the world allowing 

him/her to experience 

different cultures. 

• Darshan also plays 

guitar.
 

We met during graduate school in 

Michigan and after getting married, 

moved to California due to Darshan's job. 

We have now been married for 17 years and 

since 2003 have lived in Oakland, California. 

We live on beautiful Lake Merritt, which is 

a thriving hub of community activities. We 

spend many evenings walking around the 

lake and enjoying the diverse community.

We are active in our church and feel called 

to serve the hungry and the homeless. 

We serve on the Hunger Task Force, an 

organization that tackles hunger directly and 

works with sister agencies. We also volunteer 

at a shelter for homeless adults. Additionally, 

Geetha has been on medical mission trips 

to Thailand, Haiti, Laos and India. Darshan 

has been on rebuilding mission trips to New 

Orleans after hurricane Katrina.

OUR LIFE

TOGETHER

&
how we 

met our  
PASSIONS! 

to raise our kids to 
be happy, healthy 
adults!

HELLO AND 
Thank you

our
GOAL

as
PARENTS

WHEN WE BRING HOME A BABY,                 Geetha will be 
taking family leave for 3 months. Thereafter, Darshan will take 
time-off from work and Darshan's parents will come and stay 
in our home. In the future we plan to have a nanny.

Pismo Beach in the winter

In Puerto Rico



Darshan is the 

most thoughtful 

person I know. When he 

returned from a mission 

trip, all the older individuals 

told me how thoughtful he was. They said he would 

help every person off the bus, always, waiting to the 

end, making sure no one was left behind.  

Darshan is one of the smartest person I know. At his job 

he is called to tackle the toughest computer problems 

that no one else can solve. As a leader of a team at 

work, he makes people in his team feel valued and 

supported and they in turn value and respect him. At 

church he is known as the wise one. He doesn't say 

much but when he says something, it's thoughtful. Our 

pastor has quoted Darshan's insights in his sermon.  

Our friend who adopted a transracial child told me 

how amazed she was to see how her son opened up 

to Darshan. She said that he doesn't open up to many 

people. When we walked home from dinner they both 

walked ahead deep in conversation. A cousin said 

Darshan jumped down and played with her 2 year old 

son when they arrived at a party. Her son who normally 

would cling to her would run to him to play. I can’t wait 

to see Darshan bond with our child and fill their days 

with fun interactions!

Geetha has an amazing ability to 

connect meaningfully and deeply 

with total strangers very quickly. She is 

very generous and genuinely cares about 

people. This helps her excel at her job of being a 

physician. She worked as a Director for a teen-mom shelter. 

Her program helped struggling mothers connect to an 

alternative school and learn how to take care of their baby.

 

In California, she set up a 90-bed homeless shelter, offering 

3 meals a day, counseling and case management. She has 

helped many individuals transition out of homelessness 

into their own home. Geetha has overcome her own 

challenges, in medical school and residency, through her 

faith, perseverance and hard-work. She now uses her 

experience to mentor two girls that are currently in high-

school.

I HAVE SEEN GEETHA INTERACT WITH CHILDREN OF 

OUR FRIENDS AND IT WARMS MY HEART. She can be 

the auntie hanging out with the kids eating ice-cream or 

providing a shoulder to cry on. She cheers them when they 

succeed and encourages them when they are down. This is 

why I think she will be a great parent.

A FEW OF 
Geetha’s FAVORITES

• CHILDREN’S MOVIE

   Princess Bride 

• SPORTS TEAM

   Detroit Tigers 

• BOARD GAMES

   Monopoly and Charades 

Geetha snuggling with baby Abhay

Enjoying a home cooked meal

ABOUT 
GEETHA
by Darshan

Warm up by Lake Merritt with Michael Cooking with Michael

A FEW OF 
Darshan’s FAVORITES

• CHILDREN’S MOVIE

   Back to the Future 

• SPORTS TEAM

   Manchester United

• BOARD GAMES

   Chess

• MUSICAL ARTIST

   U2, Dave Brubeck 

• FOOD

   Indian food

• ICE CREAM

   Marble Raspberry

• HOBBY

   running

ABOUT 
DARSHAN

by Geetha

Playing Jenga with Matthew & Michael, 
who are sons of a close family friend > 

Volunteering in Haiti with Crystal

“I CAN’T WAIT 
TO READ

Clifford the Big 
Red Dog

TO MY CHILD!”



Our home has gorgeous views 
of Lake Merritt and downtown 

Oakland. Across the street is a large 
children’s play area and a little further 
we have running, cycling and boating 
options. We look forward to making 
these places destinations for our 
growing family.

OUR NEIGHBORHOOD IS DIVERSE 
IN TERMS OF RACE, ETHNICITY 
AND AGE, and on weekends the lake 
is surrounded by music (drum circles, 
summer orchestras and salsa in the park), 
family barbeques and kids laughing 
and playing. Within walking distance 
are Indian, Chinese, Ethiopian, Thai, 
Japanese and American restaurants.

Geetha’s med school graduation

Amish’s (Darshan’s brother) college graduation

Darshan and his brother celebrating Diwali

We have a close knit family. Geetha’s 

older sister and father live in Michigan. 

Her sister is an ordained minister and her 

father is a retired physician. Darshan’s mother, 

father and brother live in India. His father is a 

retired Engineer and his brother works in the 

tech industry. Both of us have large extended 

families in Michigan and in India and are very 

supportive of our decision to adopt. Darshan’s 

parents plan to come to the U.S. to help care 

for the baby. 

WE TREASURE THE RELATIONSHIPS WE HAVE 

WITH OUR FRIENDS. We value their support 

and know we can count on their help if we are in 

a bind. If in the future, we need an emergency 

baby sitter, they’ve offered to watch our child. We 

value the support, wisdom and encouragement 

from some of our older friends (who are in their 

60’s, 70’s and 80’s). 

THE PEOPLE WE LOVE

—5 of our FAVORITE FAMILY TRADITIONS!—

1-Decorating the Christmas tree    2-Hanging lights for Diwali

3-Yearly trips to India to visit Darshan’s parents   4-Going on trips for 

our birthdays   5-Cheering on Darshan as he runs Ultra marathons

To be kind  
•

To value 
education

 • 
To be generous
 • 
To be grateful

  •
To embrace all 

cultures

We will 
TEACH

our child...

a

With Michael who is trying not to smile Geetha’s family celebrating an Indian holiday: Pongal

Darshan running MiWok 100K

Computer-  Darshan 
Running shoes – Darshan
Stethoscope – Geetha
Boxing gloves - Geetha
Coffee Maker - Geetha

ITEMS
in our

HOME
that

represent
us

Michael and Darshan playing ball

The beautiful view from our home

Thailand mission

HOME 
SWEET

HOME

Geetha in Haiti

Connecting with our close 
friends- Rose, David, 
Zephaniah and Jacobi



We are excited to become parents. We hope to provide 
the best education for our child so he/she will know that 

anything is possible. We would love for our child to have big 
dreams and have the confidence to go after them, knowing 
that we will fully support them. We would love for our child to 
explore the world and experience different cultures.  

We realize how blessed we are and we believe in giving back. 
We would love our child to join us when we volunteer at a 
shelter or when we go on Mission trips. We would want our 
child to hear the people's stories and learn from them. 
 
Our faith is important to us. Our church is active in serving the 
homeless and advocating for the poor. We hope to raise our 
child in the church. Through the church we hope our child will 
feel the support from the extended church family.  

We hope our child will have regular contact with his/her 
biological mother and family so he/ she may know the number 
of people who love him/her and the rich history that he/she 
come from.   

WE HOPE OUR CHILD WILL LEARN TO BE GRATEFUL, 
GENEROUS, KIND AND BE QUICK TO FORGIVE. We will do all 
we can to help our child become strong and confident; to be a 
leader and to speak up for those that cannot. 

We are grateful that you have chosen 
to read our profile. We can’t 

imagine how difficult this decision is for 
you and we sincerely pray that you will 
have peace during this time. Know that 
you will be in our prayers. 

We hope to hear from you.  

If you would like to learn more about 
us, please contact us through our 
adoption agency, Adoption Florida, 
at 800-348-0467. Or visit their website, 
adoptionflorida.org

ONE LAST 
THANK

YOU

OUR LIFE AS PARENTS

Geetha and Darshan

and hopes for our child
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