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We are hopeful that the next few pages will allow you 
to learn about us and the life we hope to offer a child.

We hope that you find some comfort in knowing that 
there are people like us, who want more than anything 
in the world to care for a child and provide him or her 
with a loving family environment. We believe that we 
are meant to be parents and are hopeful that adoption 
will allow our dream to become our reality.

As for us, we have been unsuccessful in starting  
a family on our own. After two years of trying, we 
decided to move forward with adoption. We both truly 

understand that family doesn’t necessarily come from 
the bloodline but rather from the heart. 

We both have a lot of little ones within our family and 
a lot of our close friends have children that we get to 
hang out with and enjoy. So even though we’re not 
parents yet, we’ve certainly experienced some of  
what’s ahead!

We are best friends, and we love our life together and 
now we want to share our love for each other with the 
most amazing thing that life has to offer, a child. 

Thanks for taking a few minutes to “meet” us!            

To Someone We Hope to Know:

Susan + Ed

Photo Booth Fun

Photo Booth Fun Take 2

Take Me Out to the Ballgame...

Chilly at the Patriots game

Go Celtics!

Goofing around at Sweetberry Farms Newport, RI



We got married two years and two days to the  
date of our very first date, which was on  
November 8, 2014. 

Until very recently, we were living in Boston, 
Massachusetts but we’ve both loved warm weather 
and always wanted to live in Florida to be close  
to our families (who have lived in there for years!) 
In fact, we liked Florida so much that we got 
married here so that all of our family could be  
at our wedding. 

One of our best friends got ordained and  
married us on the roof of the Westin Hotel on  
Fort Lauderdale beach, overlooking the ocean 
because the beach is our favorite place in the 
world! We had 70 of our closest friends and family 
witness one of the best days of our lives. We are 
looking forward to another one of those memories 
in becoming parents!

We met on November 6, 2012 
after finding each other on an 
online dating site. Our first date 
was supposed to be just a quick 
hangout/introduction but ended 
up being 3 hours of hilarious 
conversation and lots of laughter. 
Things just flowed so naturally 
that we felt like we had already 
known each for years and neither 
one of us wanted the date to end!

Things clicked from that first 
date and we started dating 
regularly. It was obvious from 
the start that we were both big 
kids at heart and had a lot of the 
same interests. Anything from 
competing with each other in 
bowling or hanging out at home 
playing board games, we were 
always doing something new 
and fun together. 

On one of our earlier dates, we wrote out a 
bucket list of things we wanted to do together on 
the back of a placemat at a restaurant. We’ve put 
a pretty good dent in it! So far we’ve traveled to 
Europe, Mexico, and the Dominican Republic 
together and have done a lot of fun stuff such 
as cliff-side repelling, zip-lining and deep sea 
snorkeling. We run races and do triathlons 
together and play music trivia on road trips in 
the car (Susan is really into music and is the 

undefeated champion!)

We like to love and enjoy life to the fullest 
but we also are very hardworking. 

We are a living testament of 
the work hard/play hard 

lifestyle!

Our Love Story Our Life Together

We love to go to the theater, cook nice dinners 
at home, go to outdoor concerts, volunteer at 
local charities and do athletic activities such as 
run races and do triathlons together. But most of 
all we love just hanging out with our families 
and our friends. We believe that it’s not about 
where you are, but who you’re with.

We decided to move to Florida this past 
September because we want our child to 
grow up with our families. Everyone is so 
excited about our decision to adopt and 
can’t wait for our next family addition. Our 
child will be surrounded by so much love! 
Since Susan’s parents are both remarried, 
an adopted child will have three sets of 
grandparents that can’t wait to be part  
of his or her life!

Electric Run at Gillette Stadium

Ed crossing the finish at Iron Man 
Austria (and Susan gushing!)

Boston Athletic Association  
5K complete!



Who Susan is to Me
I once read a quote by a famous Nobel laureate in Literature, 
George Bernard Shaw, that always resonated with me, but I 
never truly understood until I met my wife:

“People are always blaming circumstances for what 
they are. I don’t believe in circumstances. The people 
who get ahead in this world are the people who get up 
and look for the circumstances they want, and if they 
can’t find them, they make them.” 

This is Susan.

Susan Has Great Parents and Family!
Susan grew up with different circumstances than I. Her parents 
divorced when she was very young and her father relocated to 
Massachusetts. She grew up with her mother and grandmother 
in the outskirts of Baltimore. Her grandmother cared for her 
before and after school while her mother worked a full time 
job. Although her parents divorced, the divorce was amicable 
and both of her parents were equally involved in Susan’s care. 
She would see her father several times a year and would spend 
a month with him every summer.

Susan is a Go-Getter
Susan accomplished what most people could not dream of 
accomplishing. She started off her professional career as 
a Human Resources Manager but had always dreamed of 
working in the fitness and nutrition industry. In 2009, she 
made that dream a reality! She left the safety of her corporate 
career and started the first of her 3 businesses. Today, she is 
running those same personal training, nutrition and wellness 
businesses and is also a co-owner of a successful Personal 
Training and Wellness studio in Boston. And since she is her 
own boss, she has a very flexible schedule which will be ideal 
for our little one!

Meet Susan
by Ed

Susan is a Nurturer
Susan has a special gift in caring for others. 
Her career as a personal trainer and health/
nutrition/life coach speaks to this as a large 
part of her job is to motivate and inspire 
people to find things within themselves that 
they may not see or realize. 

Not only does she demonstrate this special 
quality in her professional life but also her 
friends and family consistently reach out to 
her when they need a shoulder to lean on, an 
ear to listen or just some insight and opinion. 
Susan has a unique way in helping others find 
the positive in a situation or to just simply offer 
support through their difficult period. 

Fun Facts About Susan
1.  Susan's Dad married her high school 

best friend's mother and they have 
been married for over 20 years.

2.  Susan was a 3rd Runner Up in Miss 
Teen Boston when she was 15.

3.  Susan's great uncle is Jesse James,  
the historical American outlaw of  
the late 1800s.

4.  Susan LOVES animals!

5.  Susan's Mom is one of 10 kids

Just another day at the office

High-fiving with Ed's nieces

Susan getting ready for 
Iron Girl Austria

Susan's god daughter Oliva 

Checking out the theater in NYC



Ed is one of the kindest, most thoughtful, generous and loving people 
I have ever met in my life. Both of my parents have been divorced 
and as a result I think it made me more carefully select my life 
partner. I tell him all the time that marrying him was one of the best 
decisions I've ever made.

Ed is Silly
There are so many things that I love about Ed. He is silly, very sweet, 
caring, generous, incredibly reliable and extremely thoughtful. I think 
his sense of humor is the first thing that won my heart. On our very 
first date, he showed me a picture of him dressed up as Cupid for  
a race that he ran on Valentine's Day. I remember thinking to myself, 
"this guy is great!" A sense a humor is extremely important in life.  
Ed is a BIG kid in many ways, finding joy in the smallest things.  
He makes me laugh every single day and that is probably what 
makes me love him the most. I can have a tough day 
but after being in his presence for just a few minutes, 
the day's problems seem to fade away.

Ed is So Sweet
Ed is very friendly and social and loves people. He can 
talk to anyone about anything and will most likely be the 
one making someone laugh while doing so. He puts his 
loved ones before himself and makes everyone around 
him feel special and included. He is truly one of kindest 
people I have ever met and I love that he has become 
such a special part of my life. I know because of these 
genuine qualities Ed is going to make an incredible father.

Meet 
Ed

Ed is Smart
Ed’s mix of intelligence is pretty amazing. 
He’s the only person I know who can sing 
every word of an 80’s song, explain the 
history of America and debate current  
affairs in the same evening. 

Ed is an Athlete
Ed grew up playing sports his whole life. 
From childhood Little League to college 
Rugby, he always excelled athletically. 
Ed has been a triathlete and an Iron 
Man triathlete for almost 20 years.

Ed is Successful
Ed has multiple degrees in business 
and his doctorate in law. He is a 
successful attorney and is very 
hardworking. While  
he has a busy 
job, he has a very 
good work/life 
balance and while 
a paycheck is 
important, family 
comes first!

Ed gets involved with organizations 
and the community!

There is always 
time for sharing 

with family

Fun Facts about Ed
1. Ed raced by swimming around 

the island of Key West “for fun”.

2. Ed is an Iron Man triathlete

3. Ed can cook really well even 
though he doesn’t give himself 
enough credit.

4. Ed never forgets my favorite 
things and often brings me 
home fun little surprises like my 
favorite candy or cool shoelaces 
for my sneakers.

5. Ed is really funny! He makes me 
laugh every single day! This is 
one of the reasons I love him!  

Ed has many secret identities!

Always finding something interesting to do.

Museum of Natural History, Washington DC

by Susan



Susan's Family by Ed

Susan’s dad married her high school best friend’s 
mom and they have been together for over 20 
years! Susan’s birthmother is also remarried to 
her stepfather whom she refers to as "Dad 2.0" 
(he loves it!). Her mom has nine siblings, so 
throughout Susan’s life, most weekends were  
spent hanging out with cousins and other relatives. 
Those are of some of her happiest memories!

Susan has 1 half-sister, 2 half brothers and 1 
stepbrother and 1 stepsister. None of her siblings refer 
to each other as “half” or “step” but rather just as 
brother and sister as everyone is so close. 

Susan’s family demonstrates that the word family 
doesn’t have to be just blood-related but rather it is 
in the relationships that you have with one another.  
There is a lot of love in her family and I’m so 
fortunate to be a part of it.

Ed’s Family by Susan

Ed’s family is very down to earth, loving American-
Italian family. Ed is one of 3 boys and grew up 
about 30 minutes south of Boston. Ed’s parents 
were really big on getting the kids involved in 
playing instruments, playing sports and doing 
extracurricular activities such as Boy Scouts. Like 
my family, he grew up with lots of Sunday dinners, 
although my family was more into Southern 
cooking, and his Italian food.

His parents are the nicest people and have welcomed 
me into their lives with open arms. Before we were 
married his nieces were calling me “Auntie Susan”!

We live close to one of Ed’s brothers in Florida 
who has a little girl named Quinn. Quinn tells us 
that she is very excited for us to have a baby so she 
can babysit when she gets older :)

Our Family  
  Photo Album

Susan's 2nd cousin Ava-Lynn 
ready for Halloween!

Susan's mom,  
mother-in-law and stepmom

Susan with her goddaughter Olivia

Susan's mom 
and stepfather 
Dennis

Susan and stepmom,  
Pauline, beaching it!

Ed and Susan with  
Ed's parents

Ed with his dad & brother  
getting ready for a lobster feast

One of many family feastsBIG»BIG»

Susan and Dad hanging in Florida

Susan's half-brother Don  
and stepsister Robyn

Susan and stepsister Melissa



Our Home  
   & Community

We live in a beautiful, full service midrise  
building in South Florida.

Our neighborhood is full of palm tree-lined streets,  
with 10 nearby parks and playgrounds which are in 
walking distance from our home which host fun,  
family-oriented activities.

There are a lot of families with children of all ages in  
our building. Once a month a group of mommies get 
together for a playgroup in the recreational room so that 
the kids can all play together. 

We like to be outside as much as possible and enjoy 
Florida’s beautiful weather. We like to cook at home and 
most nights eat dinner outside on our patio with our family. 
Susan is usually the chef!

There is always something fun to do in our neighborhood 
and especially now that we live so close to our families. We 
feel blessed to such a beautiful city with so many cultures 
and the easy access to the fresh air and the outdoors.

Our Favorite Place...  
THE BEACH!

Playground in our backyard
Movin' down to Florida!

Starting the day off with a healthy breakfast!

We love our new home in Florida!



Our Parenting Values
We plan to raise our children to understand 
the importance of demonstrating genuine 
and mutual respect for not only themselves 
but others as well and to always treat others 
as they would like to be treated.

Our child will be encouraged to try different 
sports, musical instruments, and arts. We 
will expose them to many different things 
but allow them to pick what interests them. 
We want our children to be curious, to 
explore, and to find and follow their passions. 

The importance of education and 
academics will be encouraged in our  
home but we want them to be unafraid of 
failure so they can ultimately succeed. As 
our parents did for us, we’ll actively help 
and support our children with homework 
and school projects.

While respectful of all religions, we will 
raise our children in a non-denominational 
religion, meaning attending a church where 
all religions and all people are welcome. 
We'll raise our child in the Christian faith.

We are absolutely thrilled at the prospect  
of bringing a child into our family and 
loving and nurturing him or her throughout 
their life. Words can’t capture just how 
excited we are.

We will always reinforce how our child’s 
birth mother made an incredibly selfless 
and loving decision to create an adoption 
plan for him or her with us. We want our 
child to know as much about you as you 
would like to share. We will be more 
than happy to provide you with pictures 
and updates on how our child is doing. If 
we seem like a good fit for you and your 
hopes and dreams for your child, we would 
love to talk with you, and if you wish, 
eventually meet. 

Our core values of family life are love, 
respect and appreciation for each other.

We all love the holidays, so our family holidays 
are big events. We celebrate Easter, Halloween, 
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve and Christmas. 

Now that we’ve relocated to Florida, family 
holidays will include Susan’s family and Ed’s 
family together. Susan’s mom, stepmom and Ed’s 
mother have become BFFs, which we love!

Most of our holidays dinners we do “potluck 
style," where everyone brings a dish or two 
to share, which means there's tons of good 
food! We usually make Thanksgiving turkey 
and every Christmas we make the traditional 
Italian antipasto for the family. Now, with 
both our families in Florida, we'll need to 
make double helpings to feed everyone! 

After dinner, we play games like hide and 
seek, charades and whatever else the kids 
want to play. We also do fun things each 
year, like Easter egg hunts and building 
gingerbread houses with the kids. 

Our promise to you

Family Holidays  
& Traditions

Christmas with Ed's nieces 
Katelyn and Meghan

The family Italian antipasto

Susan and Meghan at Easter



Thank you so much for taking the time to learn about us! We know you must have many questions  
as you search for the right family to adopt your baby and we hope that we were able to give you  
a picture of what your child's life would be like if you chose us to be parents. We promise to give  
your child a lifetime of unconditional love and happiness!

If you have any questions for us or would like to speak with us about adopting your child, please 
contact our adoption advisors at:

ACF Adoptions 
305.653.2474 • FAX: 305.653.2746 

Toll Free: 800.348.0467 
Website:  www.adoptionflorida.org 
E-Mail:  info@adoptionflorida.org

Thank you!


